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Working at Stewardship

Bill Knapke 
Cooper Farms

“The philosophy & accompanying action of valuing & 
protecting the environment as something held in trust 

for future generations”



2

Cooper Farms 1938-2008
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ODA Permitted Facilities

• 7 Poultry
• 13 Swine

Excellent Set of Rules

• Set backs, limits, soil & manure tests
• 2 x / year inspections
• Record keeping
• CLM Training
• Geological Exploration & Construction 

requirements
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U.S. EPA Clean Water Award 
2007

County Soil & Water Districts

• EQIP - Nutrient Management Plans
- Manure Storage Structures
- Compost Buildings

• County & Townships
- Road Improvements TIF
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Management is the Key


